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Crime in Poor Communities
Crime across the United States has reduced in the past two decades. However, there is a high disparity across different locations. Levels of crime continue to persist in disadvantaged or poor communities across the United States. There are many factors that continue to influence the high rates of crime in these areas. One of the factors that influence the level of crime is fact that it is the only opportunity that the poor people have in acquiring things that they cannot afford. In poor communities, people struggle to get food, clothing, shelter, and other needs for their survival. To meet these needs, crime remains as the only option. In addition, the ease with which crime is perpetrated in these areas has made it impossible for the crime rates to go down. These areas have a poor family structure, high rate of violence, unlicensed firearms, and a generally frail environment that supports law and order. Due to such, it becomes easier for crime to thrive regardless of the efforts by the law enforcement officers. 

The impact of crime in poor communities is far-fetched. Firstly, crime affects economic productivity of a community. Investors lose their property, people miss going to work, and lack of labor all have a negative impact on economic productivity of a community. In addition, investors do not invest in areas where crime rate is high, which makes these neighborhoods economically disadvantaged. It is for this reason that these poor communities with high rate of crime continue being poor. 
There is a need for a coherent framework in solving the problem of crime in poor neighborhoods. One of the strategies would be infrastructure improvement. The poor neighborhoods have poor lighting, and clustered housing, which make it easier for criminals to undertake their activities. Improvement of infrastructure will help it difficult for criminals to perform their criminal activities. In addition to improvement of infrastructure, the government needs to engage the community in solving the problem of crime. The strategies that would be implemented include community policing and opening communication channels within the community, which address the issue of crime within these community. In addition, the government would introduce vocational training programs where the youth and other unemployed individuals within these communities can engage and make money. When people within a community make money, they start to afford things that they could not have afforded which not only reduce the level of crime but also improve their welfare (Gabbidon & Greene, 2018).  
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